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Date and Time:  Wedne sday, 21 February 2018, 9:00am -5:00pm  
 
Location:  Conference Room 2, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY  

 
Co-hosted by:  Child Soldiers International, UNICEF and the Permanent UN 

Missions of Belgium, Canada, Colombia, France and Sierra Leone  
 
Background  
The last two decades have seen a strong international legal framework and a number of 
soft law instruments  and mechanisms established for the protection o f children in armed 
conflict, including from military recruitment, use and exploitation . In 2017, the  mandate of 
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
celebrated 20 years of action to protect children affected by war, including global 
consensus that children should not be recruited and used by national security forces in 
armed conflict.  
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